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POPULAR VIOLENCE in HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE a —- 


INTRO. Pop. violence?_—-Collective Vilence of "Deprived Groups" (GURR); 
= ___NoT (a) Gov. or instit'ed violence, eg The Terror; nor 
(bo) Opposing factions in Civil wars eg Lebanon or N, Ireland, 
- But if were to include militaeised formations, I wd have to include — 
pb PARLIAMENT v, CHARLES I & Canadiens of 1837-8; and (most certainly) 
Rhodesian guerillas v. Ian Smith, 7 


I, Violence - an elastic term 


= nnn: Tp Cis TO i pet 5 
2. In another aense "elpastic" xz or "varied'_re difference in NATURE or SCALE 


note vilenc: e in differeent hist, situations: 
ee So_all difference in world between (sagy): 


N(@ndeth) MITCHELL on shootings at Kent State ALA! 


(2) Destruction (‘ften massive) of PROPERTY in Urban Riots , eg BORDON; 
Riveillon; Bristol; Potteries. as TE iar. aka path badder 


(3) (at other end of scale), stone-throwing demopggsbtors, burning-in-effigys 
or even so-called "vilence of "Non-Violent"fresistance to civil authority 


II. WHY does VIOLENCE Occur? 
Many explanatiosn: 


____ Objection: Collective behaviour not the .ame as Individual behaviour writ larg: 
War & aggregsive instincts of small boys with elastic catapults?” 

= - 2, So we have Gustave LEBON, "father" of crowd psychol (c. 1910): 
"Gollective mentality". But spolied his cased with "common level pf bestiality 
“So Crowd becomes, by definition, FICKLE, IRRATIONAL -—and VIOLENT. - 


(2) L, Chevalier (Classeq .<)-1-violence - both CRIME and REBELLIO! 
7 "the -result_of inflow Into_great cities of "uprooted" nomads who wage war 
on settled population, Sox violence of crime & violence of protest 


inti linked, 
7 a become intimately 11 a os . 5 “oe RD 
j oF Pear tw A 
a ————--- lh More-sophisticated_scholars from USt LE pect  hN D ae acre 
T) fed ) politico author Way Men eee cae] 
Discusses origins & utility of violence, notion a 
I BCR er ae attached to transmission of/violente by leaders: 


lesa ata 
a 4 rel; Fanon. 
“(a)-Wiiolence_as_a virtue oF "eleanser" in Sorel} = 


i : zi 


Norms .« 


ier (eon, ) 
 SoreoPergiih + lavtono 
(2). Tillyjete, studies in collective "violence" - inc. Rebellious Century 130-30! 
Treats violence - unlike others - in historical perspective. ss 
> e.p. 1/-Violence—as contin. of politics by other _megns Clausewitz). 
not as thing-in-itselr 4henans poral) switched on aggordy 4 
by command or precept: FANON; SOREL. == & 


— ~9f Violence not as_an end in itself (Fanon), but a last resort; 
e.g. minority groups without polit. muscle thru ballot to offer 


= other options. 
= = 3/ Violence grows out of interaction of organised groups - iJel viol, 


vecurs where one potentially violent group resisted by another 


a (Contender/challenger theory) > u_ ee 
a e,g. Police brutality as stimuls to violence, not as appeaser aebebinS) 
6, Possible to have unviolent revolution? Why not in theory? Qu: 

- 1917.00 historical 


ee ee See 1688, See x#l Ist days of Oct. 3 
. 7 jusions arrived at by historical. ie mmmxxxsax method of © 


Note: These conc ck 
1 wake evidence (s0ces econ. » Ploite 


of enquiry - based on empirica 
rae indus ‘ess; not-dedudetive as LEBON, CHEVA 


factors - ise. by induakive proc 
lier, DURKHEIM. = § 


zuecra yee Ti ALSO concerned - like Tillys - to study violence in terms of 
AE an FO Before raising question WHY? — = 
~ -My-only criticismsof T,: — ay 
(a)Term "colhective violence" for "collective protest" confuses issue 
Fete as "violence" is only a part; = wd = 
_()-Negkect of IDEOLOGY (computer?) 
I also intend to present collective protest (of which violence a part) 
on as a socio-historical phenomenon varying xm xkx fmxmsxkkk accord, to 
——the-type of society *& changing as_society changes, 
____ Specifically, will concentrate on century bwfore Tillys', a 
i.e. 1750-1859, or roughly the ‘pre-industrial’ period in 
France & satin (most of my examples). | 
—— __ Note, 'Pre-industrial’ 140 a relative term: obviyosly not the same for } 
Africa, As(a, abor. Aust. Latin America as for W.-WEurone or N. America, 


TIT, Protest (including violence) in Pre-Industrial Society 


T have argued elsewhere: nature of pre-industrial crowd (in its w. 'ropean 
fs manifestations ,akximasit tho I believe it has a wider relevance besides) 
je puree" tay) be xkmclassified under 7 heads: . 
a 1, Types—of—protest—___________ oo 
2, Types of behaviour of protesters <a Ss 
3. Spontaneity - or organisation? == 2 ae ad 
hh, Leadership 
Who were the followers? 

, Motives and Ideology 
“+ 7. Discrimination in cho 

DO fteten ene} — 

. Broadly, my findings wret 
od 51) Types of protest: Food Riots, Fr, & @n 
yok? & insurrections, ~- even revolutions (1789, 1839. 1848 in France). 

But prevailing type - up to 1815 at least - the FOOD-RIOT..——p_ WHY? 


pce 
6 


ice of targdts - or irrationality XY la Lebon? | 


2} Types of Behaviour: ae ra 
(a) Sometimes peaceful. eg marches, petitions, parades - partic 1n- arge 23° 


a ) M breaki n n qt a a £ } } ‘ "tlm ‘ eer 
- . _—_ i Ss / ade B at net ~ acks on ouses (ur pan) - 1.€ Hostile outburst 
I A — i a 


—— (idecebsmel sar) 


